THE   BISTORT   OF   SPIRITUALISM

sive of their flocks from which Spiritualists have up to
the present day had to suffer. The first half of the
definition is particularly important, for it is possible
that one of the ultimate results of this movement
will be to unite religion upon a common basis so
strong, and, indeed, so self-sufficient, that the quibbles
which separate the Churches of to-day will be seen
in their true proportions and will be swept away or
disregarded. One could even hope that such a move-
ment might spread beyond the bounds of Christianity
and throw down some of the barriers which stand
between great sections of the human race.

Attempts to expose the phenomena were made
from time to time. In February, 1851, Dr. Austin
Flint, Dr. Charles A. Lee, and Dr. C. B. Coventry of
the University of Buffalo, published a statement*
showing to their own satisfaction that the sounds
occurring in the presence of the Fox sisters were
caused by the snapping of knee-joints. It called
forth a characteristic reply in the Press from Mrs.
Fish and Margaret Fox, addressed to the three
doctors:

As we do not feel willing to rest under the imputation
of being impostors, we are very willing to undergo a proper
and decent examination, provided we can select three male
and three female friends who shall be present on the occa-
sion. We can assure the public that there is no one more
anxious than ourselves to discover the origin of these mys-
terious manifestations. If they can be explained on
" anatomical " or " physiological " principles, it is due to
the world that the investigation be made, and that the

* Capron : " Modern Spiritualism, &c.," pp, 310-313.